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10      MAN AND WIFE
Trevisa's Bartholomew^ Lib. vi. c. 14.
A man is callyd Vir in latyn, and hath that name of might
and stregth, as sayth Isidore. For in myghte and strength a
man passeth a woman. A man is the hede1 of a woman, as
the appostle sayth. And therfore a man is bounde to rule his
wyfe, as the heed hath cure and rule of the body.... A man hath
so great love to his wyfe, that for hyr sake he aventryth hym
selfe to all perylles: and settyth her love afore his mothers
love: For he dwellyth with his wyfe and forsakyth father and
mother, for, [as] sayth god, a man shal forsake father and
mother and abyde with his wyfe.
Afore weddynge the spouse thynketh to wynne love of her
that he wowethe3, with yeftes*, and certifyeth of his wylle with
letters and messangers, and with dyvers presentes and yeveth
many yeftes and moche good and cattell4, and promyseth moche
more. And to please her he putteth hym to divers playes and
games anionge gatherynge of men, and useth ofte dedes of
armes, of myght and of maystryB. And maketh hym gaye and
semely in dyvers clothynge and araye. And all that he is
prayed to gyve and to do, for her love he yeveth and dothe
anone with all his myghte. And denyeth no peticion that is
made in her name and for her love. He speketh to her plesantiy,
and beholdeth her chere in the face with pleasynge and gladde
chere, and with a'sharpe eye, and at laste assenteth to her, and
telleth openly his wyll in presence of her frendes and spouseth
her with a ryng, and taketh her to wyfe, and yevethe her yeftes
in token of contracte of weddyng and makethe her chartres
and dedes of graunt and of yeftes. He maketh revels and
festes and spowsayles, and yeveth many good yeftes to frendes
and guestis, and comforteth and gladdeth his guestes with
songes and pypes and other mynstralsy of musike. And
afterward, whan all this is done he bringeth her to the privates
of his chambre and maketh her felow at bed and at borde.
And than he maketh her lady of his money, and of his house ^
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